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Environmental Justice 
& 
Urban Political Ecology



The nature 
of 

justice…



A ‘parable of a flute’… 
learning from Amartya Sen



From social to 
environmental 

justice…





Environmental Justice?





EJ: a rallying cry around the world



Climate justice (a subset of EJ)



Urban Political Ecology?



Environmental Justice 
& Urban Political Ecology:

Questions for urban farming…



Urban farming is a good thing. 





But. 
From a justice /political ecology perspective
nothing – not even urban farming! –
is always all good. 

Instead, there are winners and losers to every 
process. This raises a number of questions… 



The 
distribution
& access 
questions.



The 
distribution 
& access 
questions.



The 
procedural 
questions.



The 
procedural  
questions.



The food 
justice
questions.



The 
procedural  
questions.



The 
discursive 
(in)justice  
questions.

Urbant landbruk kan…
“bidra til bærekraftig byutvikling, 

integrering, utdanning og
opplæring, arbeidstrening, 

kunnskapsutvikling, innovasjon og
klimatilpasning”…



The 
ecology 
& health 
questions.



Questioning 
‘sustainability’ 
and 
‘innovation’ 
claims.



The 
critique of 
capitalism 
questions.



The critique 
of 
neoliberalism 
questions.



The 
gentri-
fication
questions.



Sustained urban farming 
in Scandinavia. 

What will it take?
Some lessons from my 

own research…  



(Flexible)
regulation                  
and 
oversight



(Stable) 
resources,
political 
will



(Real) 
motivation 
and 
capacity



‘BandAid on a 
bullet wound: the 
limits to urban 
farming in 
Copenhagen’
- Rutt, R. 2020… (forthcoming)



Thank you!


